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• Up to 5 years; renewable with no maximum limit 

• Short processing time of ~6 weeks 

• Children under 21 can attend school and husband or wife is entitled to a work authorization 

• Although no minimum, it is recommended to invest at least $150,000 to fulfill visa requirements and

start a successful business  

• Applicant must be a citizen of a qualifying country (see page 15 for a complete list)

•  Applicant can only work for the investment business, which served as the basis for the E-2 visa

application 

•  Applicant can own 50% or more of the business and still qualify for the visa 

•  E-2 visa adjusted approval rate is ~89% 

The E-2 Visa allows a national of a "treaty country" - a country that maintains a
treaty of commerce and navigation with the U.S.  - to reside in the U.S. given

the national invests a substantial amount of capital in a U.S. business 
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What is the E-2 Visa? 

*This chart is meant as a reference and it is always  advised to
consult  with an immigration attorney

https://travel.state.gov/content/visas/en/fees/treaty.html
https://www.visafranchise.com/


Y o u  m u s t  b e  a  c i t i z e n  o f  a n
E 2  v i s a  c o u n t r y .  D u a l

n a t i o n a l i t y  i s  a c c e p t e d .  
 

I f  y o u  d o  n o t  h o l d  a n  E 2
v i s a  e l i g i b l e  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  y o u

c a n  a l s o  i n v e s t  a s  l i t t l e  a s
$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  t h r o u g h  a

c i t i z e n s h i p  b y  i n v e s t m e n t
p r o g r a m  i n  a  c o u n t r y  t h a t

d o e s  h a v e  t h e  E 2  t r e a t y  l i k e
T u r k e y  o r  G r e n a d a .

A t  l e a s t  5 0 %  o f  t h e  E 2  v i s a
b u s i n e s s  m u s t  b e  o w n e d  b y
t h e  E 2  v i s a  a p p l i c a n t  o r  a n

e n t r e p r e n e u r  w i t h  t h e  s a m e
n a t i o n a l i t y .  

 
I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  m u l t i p l e

f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  a n d
b u s i n e s s  a s s o c i a t e s  t o  a p p l y

f o r  t h e  E 2  v i s a  u n d e r  t h e
s a m e  e n t e r p r i s e .  

 

Y o u  m u s t  s h o w  t h a t  y o u r
i n v e s t m e n t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o

o p e r a t e  t h a t  b u s i n e s s  p r o f i t a b l y .
T h e  U . S .  g o v e r n m e n t  w a n t s  t o  s e e

a  b u s i n e s s  p l a n  d e t a i l i n g  t h e
b u s i n e s s  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  o v e r  t h e

n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s .  
 

 A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  n o  m i n i m u m
d e f i n i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n v e s t m e n t ,
w e  h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  a  d e n i a l  f o r  a

c l i e n t  w h o  i n v e s t e d  m o r e  t h a n
$ 2 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  T h r o u g h  o u r  3 5 0 +
c a s e s ,  w e  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  a

s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  d e n i a l  r i s k
f o r  c l i e n t s  i n v e s t i n g  l e s s  t h a n

$ 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 .  
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Citizen of an 
E-2 Visa
Country
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ownership of
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2
Substantial
Investment3

E-2 Visa Requirements
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Real Operating
Enterprise

 Direct and
Develop the
Enterprise 

Significant
Income or
Economic Impact

T h e  E 2  v i s a  b u s i n e s s ,  
 “ m u s t  b e  a n  a c t i v e

c o m m e r c i a l  o r
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l

u n d e r t a k i n g . ”  M o n e y  o r
s t o c k s  s i t t i n g  i n  a

b u s i n e s s  b a n k  a c c o u n t
w i l l  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d
a n  i n v e s t m e n t  f o r  E 2

v i s a  p u r p o s e s .  
 

T h e  b u s i n e s s  s h o u l d  b e
o p e r a t i n g  o r  a s  c l o s e  t o

o p e r a t i n g  a s  p o s s i b l e
b e f o r e  a p p l y i n g  f o r  t h e

v i s a .  

Y o u  m u s t  b e  c o m i n g  t o
t h e  U . S .  i n  o r d e r  t o

d i r e c t  a n d  d e v e l o p  t h e
E 2  v i s a  b u s i n e s s .  T h a t

d o e s  n o t  m e a n  y o u  a r e
w o r k i n g  e v e r y  d a y  i n

t h e  b u s i n e s s .  
 

Y o u  m u s t  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n
t h e  m a n a g e m e n t ,

s t r a t e g y ,  a n d  f i n a n c e s
o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s .

T h e  b u s i n e s s  m u s t
p r o v i d e  s i g n i f i c a n t

i n c o m e  b e y o n d
s u p p o r t i n g  y o u  a n d  y o u r

f a m i l y .  T h i s  c o u l d  b e  a
c o m m e r c i a l  c l e a n i n g

b u s i n e s s  t h a t  p r o v i d e s
o w n e r  b e n e f i t s  o f
$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 +  a  y e a r .  

 
I f  b u s i n e s s  i n c o m e  i s

l o w  ( d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e
c i t y  l e s s  t h a n  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 ) ,
i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s h o w
t h e  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  a t

t h e  l o c a l ,  s t a t e  a n d
n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .

You  must  have  contro l
o f  the  funds  be i ng  used
for  the  E2  v i sa  bus i ness .

I t  i s  acceptab l e  to
rece i ve  a  donat i on  f rom

a fami l y  member ,  but
the  government  w i l l
want  to  see  that  you
have  contro l  o f  the

funds .  The  ad j ud i ca t i ng
of f i cer  w i l l  a l so  want  to

see  that  there  i s
bus i ness  r i sk .  For

exampl e ,  l oans  secured
wi th  the  bus i ness  assets

are  not  a l l owed.
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E-2 Visa Requirements

Control of
the Funds5 6 7
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S t r a t e g i c / F i n a n c i a l
I n v e s t o r

 I n i t i a l  i n v e s t m e n t  f r o m  $ 8 0 , 0 0 0  t o
$ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 +

 F o c u s  o n  r e t u r n  o n  i n v e s t m e n t  b e y o n d
v i s a  e l i g i b i l i t y

 A i m s  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

 L o c a t i o n  i s  s e c o n d a r y  t o  s t r o n g
e a r n i n g s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  g r o w t h

E 2  V i s a  I n v e s t o r :
W h a t  T y p e  A r e  Y o u ?
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L i f e s t y l e  I n v e s t o r
F o r e i g n  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  a  n e t  wo r t h
g e n e r a l l y  a b o v e  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

 P r i o r i t i z e  wo r k i n g  f e we r  h o u r s  o v e r
g a i n i n g  mo r e  i n c o me 

 I n i t i a l  i n v e s t me n t  f r o m $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  t o
$ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0

 L o n g e v i t y  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  mo r e
i mp o r t a n t  t h a n  h i g h  p r o f i t s
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B u s i n e s s  i s  a l r e a d y
o p e r a t i o n a l  a n d  o f t e n
p r o f i t a b l e

H i s t o r i c a l  f i n a n c i a l s  t o
b e t t e r  d e t e r m i n e  s u c c e s s
o f  b u s i n e s s

E a s i e r  t o  f i n a n c e  ( t h r o u g h
s e l l e r  o r  p o s s i b l y  b a n k )

W i d e r  a r r a y  o f  b u s i n e s s e s
a n d  i n d u s t r i e s  a v a i l a b l e

F i n a n c i a l /  l e g a l  d u e
d i l i g e n c e  b y
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i s  c o s t l y

 S u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s e s
ma y  h a v e  a  h i g h  a s k i n g
p r i c e

S e l l e r  t r a i n i n g  a n d
o n g o i n g  s u p p o r t  o f t e n
l i mi t e d  h i s t o r i c a l
f i n a n c i a l  f i g u r e s
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E 2  V i s a  B u s i n e s s  O p t i o n
# 1 :  B u y  E x i s t i n g  B u s i n e s s

 

Pro's Con's
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Visa  Franchise  LLC  |  www. v isafranchise . com

E 2  V i s a  B u s i n e s s  O p t i o n
# 2 :  B u y  A  F r a n c h i s e

 

Pro's Con's
T h e  v a r i o u s  c o s t s
a s s o c i a t e d  wi t h  g a i n i n g
f r a n c h i s e  r i g h t s

 A mo u n t  o f  t i me  i t
t a k e s  t o  o p e n  t h e
b u s i n e s s  a n d  b r e a k
e v e n

 P o t e n t i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s
i mp o s e d  b y  F r a n c h i s o r

I n i t i a l  &  o n g o i n g
s u p p o r t  f r o m
F r a n c h i s o r

 E s t a b l i s h e d  b u s i n e s s
mo d e l  b u i l t  t o  s c a l e

 B u s i n e s s  f u n c t i o n s
p r o v i d e d  b y  F r a n c h i s o r
( n e g o t i a t i n g  wi t h
s u p p l i e r s ,  r e s e a r c h  &
d e v e l o p me n t ,  e t c . )
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E 2  V i s a  B u s i n e s s
O p t i o n  # 3 :  S t a r t  u p

 

Pro's Con's
Unl imited  ups ides  to  the
Business

 No f ranchise  fees  or
high  cost  to  pay  for  am
exist ing  customer  base

 Wide  range  of
industr ies  and
geographies  to  operate
the  bus iness

 The  U.S .  i s  one  of  the
most  compet i t ive  markets
for  smal l  bus inesses

 50% of  bus inesses  with
employees  fa i l  in  the  f i rst
5  years .  I t  i s  harder  to
benchmark  success  for
your  start  up  

 Many  startups  wi l l  not
meet  the  substant ia l
investment  requirement
for  the  E2  v isa
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Many  inves tors  have  purchased  smal l
independent  bus inesses  and  rebranded

them as  f ranch ises .  Inves tors  might
benef i t  f rom ins tant  vendor  cos t  sav ings ,

increased  brand  recogn i t ion  as  we l l  as
ease  o f  cus tomer  acqu is i t ion .  Th is

s t ra tegy  i s  current l y  be ing  u t i l i zed  in
indust r ies  such  as  proper ty  management ,
landscap ing ,  tax  serv i ces ,  and  insurance

serv i ces .
 

Buying  an  ex ist ing  bus iness  and
rebranding  as  a  f ranchise  (o r  even  a

f ranch ise  resa le )  can  be  a  great  opt ion  for
inves tors  who  pre fer  ongo ing  suppor t .
Many  E2  v i sa  inves tors  have  constant

quest ions  about  operat ing  a  bus iness  in
the  U .S .  and  apprec ia te  the  suppor t  o f  the
f ranch isor  and  communi ty  o f  f ranch isees .
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E 2  V i s a  C a s e  S t u d y :  B u y  A
B u s i n e s s ,  C o n v e r t  T o  A

F r a n c h i s e
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Compared  to  Amer i can
bus iness  buyers ,  there  i s

o f ten  greater  urgency  to  c lose
the  bus iness  t ransac t ion  in

order  for  the  inves tor  to
app ly  for  the  E2  v i sa .  A t  the

same t ime ,  the  E2  v i sa
approva l  process  depends  on

the  loca l  U .S .  consu la te  or
USCIS .  Genera l l y ,  10 -20% of
the  purchase  pr i ce  i s  non-
re fundab le  and  the  res t  i s
he ld  in  an  escrow account
cont ingent  on  the  E2  v i sa

approva l .  Once  the  E2  v i sa  i s
approved ,  the  funds  w i l l  be

re leased  to  the  se l le r  and  you
wi l l  o f f i c ia l l y  own the

bus iness .
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E 2  V i s a  B u s i n e s s
F o r  S a l e  P r o c e s s

For  i nves tors  who  have  the  funds  ava i l ab l e  and  se t  date
to  move  to  the  U . S . ,  the  be l ow seven-s tep  process  can

take  three  to  s ix  months .

https://www.visafranchise.com/
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E 2  V i s a  F r a n c h i s e
P r o c e s s

T h e  f o r e i g n  f r a n c h i s e e  g o e s
t h r o u g h  a  s i m i l a r  p r o c e s s  a s
a n  A m e r i c a n  f r a n c h i s e e .  T h e
m a i n  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  a p p l y i n g

f o r  t h e  v i s a  a n d  u s u a l l y
o p e n i n g  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  a f t e r
t h e  v i s a  a p p r o v a l .  W e  h a v e

s e e n  a n y w h e r e  f r o m  o n e
w e e k  t o  f o u r  m o n t h s .  U n l i k e

t h e  b u s i n e s s  f o r  s a l e  p r o c e s s ,
f u n d s  a r e  n o t  u s u a l l y  h e l d  i n
e s c r o w  c o n t i n g e n t  o n  t h e  E 2

v i s a  a p p r o v a l .  T h e r e  a r e
s e l e c t  f r a n c h i s o r s  w h o  m a y
r e f u n d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e

f r a n c h i s e  f e e  s h o u l d  y o u r  E 2
v i s a  b e  d e n i e d  a f t e r  t h e

s e c o n d  a t t e m p t .

Aga i n ,  for  prospect i ve  f ranch i sees  who  have  the  funds
ava i l ab l e  and  se t  date  to  move  to  the  U . S . ,  the  process

typica l ly  takes  three  to  s ix  months .  The  b i gges t  var i ab l e  i s
how l ong  the  consu l a te  or  embassy  takes  to  process  the  E2

v i sa  i n terv i ew.  We  have  seen  anywhere  f rom one  week  to
four  months .
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S e t  d a t e  f o r  mo v i n g  t o  t h e  U . S .
E n g a g e d  a  U . S .  i mmi g r a t i o n  a t t o r n e y
T i me l y  r e s p o n s e s  t o  e ma i l s  a n d  c a l l s
A c c o u n t a n t / c o n s u l t a n t  t o  s u p p o r t  w i t h  b u s i n e s s / f r a n c h i s e  d u e
d i l i g e n c e
O w n s  U . S .  p r o p e r t y  o r  h a s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  U . S .  b e f o r e  ( s h o w s  i t  i s
n o t  a  d i s t a n t  d r e a m)
1 0 0 % o f  b u s i n e s s  a s k i n g  p r i c e  i s  l i q u i d  ( i . e .  c a s h )
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 Ho w T o  I mpr o v e  T he  E 2
Vi s a  Bus i ne s s  P r o c e s s ?

S h o w  y o u  a r e  s e r i o u s  t o  t h e  f r a n c h i s o r s  a n d  b u s i n e s s
b r o k e r s / s e l l e r .   F r a n c h i s o r s  a n d  b u s i n e s s  b r o k e r s  o f t e n  l o o k  a t

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e ms  b e f o r e  a l l o c a t i n g  t i me  t o  y o u r  i n q u i r i e s :

M e e t i n g  a l l  o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  a b o v e  q u a l i t i e s  w i l l  g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e  y o u r
c h a n c e s  o f  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  i n  a  t i m e l y  ma n n e r  w i t h  a  s o l i d

f r a n c h i s e  o r  b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t y .
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D o  y o u  h a v e  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a b i l i t y ?  P e r h a p s  y o u  a r e  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  y o u r
f i e l d  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  f e a t u r e d  i n  n u m e r o u s  p u b l i c a t i o n s ?  T h r o u g h o u t  y o u r
c a r e e r  a b r o a d  a n d  n o w  i n  t h e  U . S . ,  i t  i s  w o r t h  e x p l o r i n g  w i t h  a n  a t t o r n e y
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b u i l d i n g  y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o r t f o l i o  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  E B - 1 A

g r e e n  c a r d .
 

D o  y o u  o w n  a  c o m p a n y  o v e r s e a s  w i t h  1 0 +  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  $ 1 M +  i n  r e v e n u e ?
Y o u  m i g h t  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a  g r e e n  c a r d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  E B - 1 C  g r e e n
c a r d  c a t e g o r y .   Y o u  m o s t  l i k e l y  h a v e  t o  i n v e s t  a d d i t i o n a l  c a p i t a l  i n  t h e  E 2

v i s a  b u s i n e s s  a n d  b u i l d  u p  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  g o o d  n e w s  i s
t h a t  E B - 1 C  v i s a s  a r e  p r o c e s s e d  i n  l e s s  t h a n  a  y e a r !

 
 

D o  y o u  h a v e  a  s p a r e  $ 9 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  i n v e s t  i n  a  U . S .  r e a l  e s t a t e  p r o j e c t ?
A l t h o u g h  c u r r e n t  w a i t s  a r e  2 +  y e a r s ,  b a s e d  o n  a  $ 9 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d

1 0  A m e r i c a n s  j o b s  c r e a t e d ,  y o u  m i g h t  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  E B - 5  g r e e n  c a r d .  I t
i s  i n  t h e o r y  p o s s i b l e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  E B - 5  b a s e d  o n  y o u r  E 2  v i s a

i n v e s t m e n t  i f  y o u  h a v e  i n v e s t e d  o v e r  $ 9 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  e m p l o y e d  1 0 +
A m e r i c a n s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a  l e n g t h y  b u r e a u c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  a n d  s i m p l e r ,

e a s i e r  w a y s  t o  o b t a i n  a  g r e e n  c a r d  f o r  E 2  v i s a  h o l d e r s .
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 E 2  V i s a  T o  G r e e n
C a r d

EB-1A  Green Card

EB-1C  Green Card

EB-5  V isa  Green
Card
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D o e s  y o u r  s p o u s e  h o l d  a n  a d v a n c e d  d e g r e e  o r  i t s  e q u i v a l e n t ?  H o w  a b o u t

a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  a b i l i t y ?  M a n y  e m p l o y e r s  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  s p o n s o r  g r e e n  c a r d s
f o r  e x e m p l a r y  e m p l o y e e s  u n d e r  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  T h e r e  a r e  e v e n  w a y s  t o  s e l f -
s p o n s o r  a  p e t i t i o n  f o r  e l i g i b l e  a p p l i c a n t s .  V i s i t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  U . S .  g o v e r n m e n t

s i t e  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s  o p t i o n .
 
 
 

D o e s  y o u r  s p o u s e  N O T  m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  E B - 2  g r e e n  c a r d ?
T h e n  i t  i s  w o r t h  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  E B - 3  v i s a .  T h i s  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a  l a b o r

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  a  p e r m a n e n t ,  f u l l - t i m e  j o b  o f f e r .  V i s i t  t h e  U S C I S  s i t e  t o
l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s  o p t i o n .
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H o w  Y o u r  S p o u s e  C a n
O b t a i n  a  G r e e n  C a r d

EB-3  Green Card

EB-2  Green Card

Fami ly  Green Card
Opt ion

I s  your  s i b l i ng  an  Amer i can  c i t i zen?  How about  your  adu l t  ch i l dren?  I f
so ,  you  shou l d  exp l ore  w i th  your  a t torney  the  poss i b i l i t y  o f  an  Amer i can

c i t i zen  fami l y  member  sponsor i ng  your  green  card .

https://www.visafranchise.com/


Albania
Argent ina
Armenia

Austra l ia
Austr ia

Azerbai jan
Bahrain

Bangladesh
Belg ium
Bol iv ia
Bosnia  

Herzegovina
Bulgar ia

Cameroon
Canada

Chi le
China  (Ta iwan)

Colombia
Congo

Costa  R ica
Croat ia

Czech  Republ ic
 

Luxembourg
Mexico

Moldova
Mongol ia

Montenegro
Morocco

Nether lands
Norway

Oman
Pakistan
Panama

Paraguay
Phi l ippines

Poland
Romania

Serbia
Senegal

S ingapore  
S lovak  Republ ic

S lovenia
Spain

Sr i  Lanka
 

E-2 Visa Countries
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Denmark
Egypt

Estonia
Ethiopia
F in land
France

Georg ia
Germany
Grenada

Honduras
Ire land

Ita ly
Jamaica

Japan
Jordan

Kazakhstan
South  Korea

Kosovo
Kyrgyzstan

Latv ia
L iber ia

L i thuania
 

Sur iname
Sweden

Switzer land
Thai land

Togo
Tr in idad  &  Tobago

Tunis ia
Turkey

Ukraine
United  K ingdom

Yugos lav ia

https://www.visafranchise.com/


Final Thoughts
The knowledge and support that an individual gains
from investing in a business is extremely valuable,
especially for individual investors entering a new
industry or foreign nationals moving to the U.S. 

The decision to move to the U.S. with your family can be
a pivotal life choice. It is important to surround yourself
with the best advisors to avoid mistakes such as visa
denials or business failures. At Visa Franchise, we
ensure our clients only spend time reviewing successful
franchise concepts as well as work with E2 visa focused
attorneys and other key advisors. We limit your risk of
business failure and visa denial so you and your family
can have a smooth transition to the U.S. To learn more
about our services, apply to be a Visa Franchise client
today!

We look forward to assisting in any way we can during
the process. Best of luck on this exciting journey!

www. visafranchise .com
contact :  info@visafranchise . com
phone:  +1  (888)  550 -7556

Book your U.S.
Business
Consultation to
Start your
American Dream
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https://lp.visafranchise.com/thank/clientapplication
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